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A TOTAL CHARACTER’

TOM RUNYO-N, 1920 - 2009
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Yoting Tom learned o HUne T

Aving him an apprecitionene

: While attending
Hiloh
his way to his home in Brentwood he
could shoot pigeons Lo feed the falcons
that he raised, his son sald.

The Old Place, the restaurant-galoon
he opened with his wife, Barbara, in Ag-
oura in 1969, reflected an Old West that
had long disappeared, just as the city
landscape of his youth had. He had played
in avoeado orchards on Hollywood Boule-
vard and developed a taste for the lima
beans fmrmed next to his house in Brent-
woad.

The aptly named Old Plauce tock root
in & structure buflt arcund 1914 at the
juncture of Mulholland Highway and
Trouidale Drive. It onee housed a general
store and post office for Cornell, & hamiet
long ago folded into AgOUra. .

“It might as well be the Yukon," a
Times review of the restaurant concliuded
in 1985, “Punky and rugged, booths as
erude as stable stalls, 8 heavy old wood
bar and a beer-drinking crowd of men
that are men and women thal are Wom-
en...."

The Old Place, invariably described a5
‘ramshackle,” had fve booths, two en-
trees — steak and clams — and & single

e R

PASSINGS

he hid g rifle in his locker so that on

 *ILwas aboul simple food cooked well,”
said his son, who plans to reopen the res-
taurant, which has been closed for a few
weeks “They would say, "You get what you
get and you don't get upset.” ™

Actress All MaeGraw used to frequent
the Old Place with actor Steve McQueen
when they were a murmied couple in the
1970s and living in Trancas Canyon.

“There were western frontier swinging
doors that would burst open and in would
came God only knew who," MacGraw Lold
The Times last week. “Tt was just the polar
opposite of Malibu 2610, . . . No one was In
stiletios or o haircut of the weele It wasa
hide-oul.”

There was “a mmadness Lo the place,”
MucGraw sald. and “it had this most ex-
traordinary collection of péeople.” sort of
“Maiibu renegades ™

The famous — actor Robert Mitchum,
singer Bob Dylan, director Sam Peckin-
pah — could be found mingling with bik-
ers and other Jocals Mt for central casting.
In 1972, actor Jason Robards was driving
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| He was the first
black aviator
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on, giving him an appreciation for the outdeors. In 1968, he nnd his
an Old West that had ffln;_{ l]j_u,ui;;pfuu‘mi_

home from the Old Pluse wher he had a
near-intal aceident. The restaurant was
reportedly also a favarite of Ronald and
Nancy Reagarn when they owned a nearby
ranch :

Runyon “was a
Graw sald. “Hi

total character” Mo

WS 50 Adorecy /) el :;_Ii.".

nolher, Cornel

i !

- ying carngn missions o

nmbia University and wrote
Argosy magneine. i -

In the late 19508 and early '60s, he
rented an apartment above the :
on the Santa Monica Pler He married
Barbara in 1861 and the couple eventually
moved to the home on the west end af
Malibu that his mother had built in 1987

He had roles in several films, partly be-
cause he would My to wherever his friends
were making movies, then get paid to es-
sentially play himself, his son said.

Peckinpah cast Runyon “in o wonder-
ful part in “The Getaway,” * MacGraw sald
of the 1972 film she made with McQueern,
“The scenes with Tom &s one of the bad
guys, he steals 'em.”

In addition to his wife, Runyon is sur-
vived by a daughter, Alessandra, an artist,
aof Santa Fe, NM.; son Morgan, an art dl-
rector of commercials and miusic videos,
of Topanga Canyon and Malibu; and three

grandchildren.

valerie nelson@latimes.com

in Coast

Jor HoLLey

obby C. Wilks, the first Af-
Bt‘h‘tlﬂ American Coast

Guard aviator and the
sl Alncan American to reach
the rank of Coast Guard cap-
tadn, died July 13 at an assisted.
ving community in Wood-
bridge, Va., of complcations
imom Parkinson's disease. He
was Th

Wilks, who also was the Mrst
Alrican Amerean to command
g Coast Guard ar =tation
pulled off a number of daring
sen rescues around the world
He recelved the Alr Medal for
the initiative, foresight and
aeronautical skill he sxhibited
on the night of Dec. 0 1971
while plioting his hellcopter
over the Pacific. Battling gale-
force winda and heavy seas. he
was able to rendezvous with a
Russian veesel 118 miles east of
Hilo, Hawall, and svacuate the
ship’s critically 81 master

“He was right at the lHmit of
where you can take a hellcop-
ter,” said Dallas Schmidt, a
friend and fellow Coast Ghiard
helicopter pllot at the time
Wilks was Schmidt's flight in-
structor, or “air daddy.”

“Even though he was a com
mander and I was just an =n
51gn, you never had the feeling
that he was pulling rank on
you,” Schmidt recalled. “He
WAS JUST A nice nice man

Johr Bear Moseley, whi

plane without stalling, so he
wouldn’t hit the destroyer.

“He pushed the envelope to
its very limit, and his skill
brought men and machine
home," Moseley sald

Mopseley sald that (n all the
years he knew Wilks, he never
talked about his ploneering
role in the Coast Guard.

“T do not know, af course,
what was n his mind, but out-
wardly our goals were the same
— to get our wings and be part
of the best damn reseue service
in the world,” he said

Babby Charles Wilks was

latimes.comobituarios
More obituaries online
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AVIATOR

Bobiby Wilks was the
[irst Afvican American
to Become a Const Guard
captain.

‘Even though he °
was a commander
and [ was just an -
ensign, you never
had the feeling *
that he was '
pulling rank on
you.’

DAaLLAS SCHMIDT

HH-B hellcopter mnm
was first delivered in the 1960s.

In additlon, he was involved
with minority recruiting for the
Coast CGuard Academy and
was the Const Guard Ualson to
the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration

He made captain in 1977,
and was commanding officer of
the Coast Guard air statlon in
Brooklyn

Survivors includa his wife of
42 years and a son

Holley writes for the
Washington Post.
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STANLEY MIDDLETON

English

novelist

Middleton.

Staniey 89, A

proiffle novelist w
nrestigious Booker PrHz€ in
1974, has died 3: :.'H.TTL'“EI'.
famnily said. Middleton
Hﬂtuﬂﬂhﬂ!‘l inn central Engia
g‘“ July 25, 8 wesk 8
#Ith dav. :
N:*:Iﬂt; u?of Middleton’s 44
novely were based In A
haum, though he often called
“Beechnall” in his writngs
He was borm ﬁ;ghl, 14919,
!';'.'j{u L. earn
W EE:?: in the city nn':_t
laught English at High Fﬂ'-:l
ment sehool Dmom 194T o lﬂﬁ:
beading the department for
*ars

"Holiday." W
Rooker Prize with :
Emer's “The Conserve
U ot o man strugghn

Nacdine Gor
torist.
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hort | changes
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ho shared the |

the desath of his son and the de-
cay of his marTiage

STANLEY LEBERGOTT

S

conomist liked
cOnSumerism

Sranley I ebergott, 21, o re-

diedm; ' tired economist and professor
| who mui

rought positive

) a b
erism ba the American

standard O

of cardiac arrest at his home in

it A mnnf;im’ﬂ T
economist and esleyan
professor, took issue

University o disdained “con-

with those W
- a8

lways

! t.llfined'hﬂsf human longing

| pression 9
| than

W T e ——— e b

g with |

bom in De- |
in protest, died of cancer Sun

gz, 1918 He re

" 939, mmmm
from the University of
.ﬂl I-IE Jmﬂﬁd Lhe Bu-

[F#)
I .dted.i'l.ll}'“:
{Bving hashl 80, who helped organize

wasteful, point- |

maln- |
i ger Arafal who fell out with the

reau of Labor Statistics in 1940
: His bocks mcluded "Man-
| power In Economic Growth”

t (1964), which he updated 12

years later.
Writing about that book Ina

2006 {ssue of Economic History,
Boston University economics
professor Robert Margo con-
' eluded. "Lebergott’s influence
on eeonomic history has been

| profound ”
Hironoshin Furuhashl, vice
president  of  Intemational

swimming®s govemning body
! and one of Japan's first great

the 1984 Olymples in Tokyo,
| was In Rome for the world

championships and died in his
aleep, swimming organization
ofMedals sald Bunduy. No cause

of desth was given.
Shafik Hout, an aide to Yas-

late Palestinlan lvader over Lhe
1993 peace accords with [srnel
and resigned rom the Pal
extine Liberstion Organization

day In Beirut. He was 77
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The Times' website.

ISHISAKA, Ted Minary

Age 30, passd away on July
14, NME, Loving fether of
Cynthia A, Tenaks (Mas
Naite), Sardars M {Susan)
wnd  Fhydis  |avisaks  (Oreg
Verbech). grandlither of lasor
M. (Slecy) #nd Jocelyn M
Fanaka, and Chanda L Kl W
ond Dewn Ishisaks, greal-
grandisther of three. broiher
of Hansko lguchi triend of
Haren Kosaka, be is also wyr
wwEd by othes ratatnes

Private lamaly servscan wears
beid on Salurdey Aumist | al
Fokil Mortoary “Chagel is 1w
Garden *
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LLIND, Harriet Edith
Ot 17, 1006 hoiy 70 2006
Burn on Oclober 12 1976 m Mash
Morth Nshols, pltsed away on luly
23, M09 ol hosms e Colyar Uiy,
Cailforna sorvounded by her loving
loerdy  harsiel was Yhe Delgyed
wir of Mamal Lund for 1
setore b pameag oh oy I
S v s the knog moiher W
Wy Uwee taax Dave! (Crisboad,
Fasi (oy). ol Tanolny MRudy)
rar el was one 6f sevon chidren ol
Gempe aod weomy Usee Hanel ws
srvtved by e o, dsogliers
whw o gacdckidon,  eg
preat gravdchiiding ot weldl 25 by
ey youmper wier (om and many
vects and oephews Harviet Tned
» fang Whe dedcated tn ber bamly
S will be Seaply mizsed by tamdy
ol fresty A momel
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